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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XXI.

Austria
as heir of
the Holy
Empire.

The merits of the old Empire were not long since the
subject of a brisk controversy among several German
professors of history. The spokesmen of the Austrian
or Roman Catholic party, a party which ten years ago
was not less powerful in some of the minor South German
States than in Vienna, claimed for the Hapsburg mon-
archy the honour of being the legitimate representative
of the medieval Empire, and declared that only by again
accepting Hapsburg leadership could Germany win back
the glory and the strength that once were hers. The
North German liberals ironically applauded the com-
parison. ' Yes/ they replied, * your Austrian Empire, as
it calls itself, is the true daughter of the old despotism:
not less tyrannical, not less aggressive, not less retrograde ;
like its progenitor, the friend of priests, the enemy of free
thought, the trampler upon the national feeling of the
peoples that obey it. It is you whose selfish and anti-
national policy blasts the hope of German unity now, as
Otto and Frederick blasted it long ago by their schemes
of foreign conquest. The dream of Empire has been our
bane from first to last/ It is possible, one may hope, to
escape the alternative of admiring the Austrian Empire
or denouncing the Holy Roman. Austria has indeed, in
some things, but too faithfully reproduced the policy of
the Saxon and Swabian Caesars11. Like her, they oppressed
and insulted the Italian people: but it was in the defence
of rights which the Italians themselves admitted. Like
her, they lusted after a dominion over the races on their
borders, but that dominion was to them a means of
spreading civilization and religion in savage countries,
not of pampering upon their revenues a hated court and
h Written in 1865: Austria, taught by adversity, has turned over a
new leaf since then.